MYANMAR FESTIVALS 2023
All dates are subject to change without prior notice. Festivals are held throughout the country during the entire year. Contact Asian Trails Tour for further information. Mjanma: res@asiantrails.com.mm
ANANDA TEMPLE FESTIVAL

January 05th – 20th 2023:
January 05th 2023 (Full moon day of Pyartho –Soon Offering)
Location: Ananda, Bagan

15-days festival ending January 20th 2023 

On full moon day of Pyartho, Alms-bowls filled with crops are offered to monks who all wait in a long line. Pilgrimage and holiday outings on country bullock carts can be seen. In front of the pagoda there is a fairground with market stalls and restaurants.

MOE-BYAE FESTIVAL

February 02nd – 04th 2023: Full moon day of Tabodwe
Location: Moe-Byae, Shan State

3-days festival ending February 04th 2023
The biggest pagoda festival in Shan State. Moe Byae is a small town on the border of Shan and Kayah states. Thousands of shops are built around the huge festival ground with beautiful pagoda in the centre and selling everything from illegal motorbikes to needles and from candies to the whole grilled pig, various kinds of rice whiskey and was visited by thousands of people mainly mountain tribes like Pao, Kayah, Shan and even a few Padaung from nearby mountain villages. They buy, sell or barter their products in the course of four days period and also enjoy in the cater shows and dance performances.

MAHAMUNI CEREMONIES 

January 28th - February 04th 2023: 08th Myanmar Waxing day up to Full moon day of Tabodwe 
Location: Mandalay

Glutinous rice delicacy contests are held late on 14th Myanmar Waxing day.

In the morning of full moon day, incense is burnt for Mahamuni Buddha image.

PINDAYA CAVE FESTIVAL
March 04th - 05th 2023: Full moon day of Tabaung

Location: Pindaya, Shan State

Typical Taung-yo pagoda festival. Different ethnic minority races can be seen.

KAKKU FESTIVAL

March 04th – 05th 2023: March 05th 2023 is Fullmoon day of Tabaung
Location: Taunggyi, Shan State

Thousands of Shan style thin and slender pagodas are compactly built in geometrically pattern which turns the pagodas complex something extraordinary and unique.

Thousands of local tribal people from the surrounding regions like Shan, Pa O, Palaung, Lishaw and Danu flock to this area to enjoy and take part in the annual pagoda festival.

SHWEDAGON PAGODA FESTIVAL

March 05th 2023: Full moon day of Tabaung

Location: Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon, Yangon Division

This is mainly a festival for local people from all cities in Myanmar, offering water, light, and flower to the hundreds of Buddha images on the Pagoda land. Usually on that day the pagoda land is full of local people praying.

WATER FESTIVAL (THINGYAN)

April 13th - 17th 2023: 

Location: Throughout the country

The festival is held on the eve of Myanmar New Year to cleanse the evil deeds of the previous year with water. Young people go out to enjoy themselves and elders take shelter in monasteries and pagoda precincts.

KASON SACRED BO TREE WATERING CEREMONY (Nationwide)

May 03rd 2023: Full moon day of Kason

Location: Nation wide

This festival is to commemorate the greatness of the Lord Buddha and his teachings. The activities of the festival include carrying the scented water pots, chanting Buddha’s Sutta in Pali and praising the Lord Buddha and pouring the water at the bottom of the Bo Tree.

TAUNG-BYONE CEREMONY

August 24th – 31st 2023: 08th Waxing to Full moon day of Wargaung

Location: Taungbyone, Mandalay Division

8-days ceremony ending August 31th 
Held to worship two Taungbyone spiritual figures and is a major gathering spot for spirit mediums.

MANUHA PAGAODA FESTIVAL 

September 28th 2023:14th waxing day of Tawthalin (MANUHA PAGODA FESTIVAL-Paper Toys Procession 1:00 P.M)
September 29thst 2023: Full moon day of Tawthalin (MANUHA PAGODA FESTIVAL) (Soon offering 5:00 A.M to 10 A.M)
Location: Myinkaba Village, Bagan

HOLYMAN FESTIVAL (Bodaw Gu Hutet Pwe)
October 01st 2023: 02nd Waning day of Tawthalin (HOLY MAN FESTIVAL, called Bodaw Gu Hutet Pwe)

Location: Popa, near Bagan. Many faithful from Yangon, Mandalay and Bagan visit both festivals during this period.

PHAUNG DAW OO PAGODA FESTIVAL

October 15th – November 01strd 2023
Location: Inle Lake, Shan State

18 days Festival 

Four Buddha statues are ceremoniously transported clockwise around Inle lake on the royal barge, one leg-rowed boat races are held throughout the event.

THIDINGYUT FESTIVAL (FESTIVAL OF LIGHT)
October 28th – 30st 2023: 14th waxing day of Thidingyut

Location: Throughout the country

3-days festival ending October 30th 2023
To mark the day Lord Buddha came down from heaven after spending three months of the Buddhist lent there. Buddha's return from heaven is welcomed throughout the country with colorful illumination offerings to the deities. People also enjoy displays and hoist balloons up to the sky. 

KYAIK-HTI-YO (GOLDEN ROCK) SEASON

October 29th 2023: Full moon day of Thidingyut

Location: Kyaikhto, Mon State

Approx. 9-months long season

Famous as pilgrimage and holiday outing spot for Myanmar people. The official visiting season begins on this day.

BALLOON-FLYING FESTIVAL

November 22nd – 27th 2023: Full Moon Day of Tazaungmone  
Location: Taunggyi, Shan State

6-days festival 

During this typical ‘Pa-O’ festival, hot air balloons are released in the sky day and night.

ROBE-WEAVING CONTEST

November 26th -27th 2023: 
Begins in the evening before November 27th, the Full Moon Day of Tazaungmone, the whole night
Location: Shwedagon, Botataung, Kyaikkasan and elsewhere

On the Full moon day of Tazaungmon, groups of young women take part in competitions held on the platforms of the pagodas. Robes have to be finished flawlessly overnight and offered at dawn to the images of Lord Buddha around the Pagodas.

SHWE-ZI-GON FESTIVAL

November 27th 2023: Full moon day of Tazaungmon

Location: Bagan

A festival celebrated for 15 days starting from Full Moon Day of Tazaungmone November 27th 2023.
Candles and fireworks are carried in procession before offering to the pagoda on the Full Moon Day. Alms bowls are offered to monks, as they do at Ananda festival on full moon day. In front of the pagoda there is a fairground with market stalls and restaurants.
AKHA NEW YEAR FESTIVAL

28th December 2023
Location: Keng Tung, east of Shan state

Akha, one of the ethnic people living along the salween river valley is famous for their colorful women dress with silver coin studded on head dress. They gather once a year at Keng Tung, the old city of eastern Shan State near Thai border to celebrate the New Year. On the eve day Akha tribe of all age gather at the big football ground and perform singing and dancing. On the following new year day all the participants take part in having auspicious breakfast and lunch to mark and wish for the prosperous new year.

